Fifty Years of Iron and Steel

compare the massive machinery in use in mod-
ern steel plants with the equipment of those
days. Still we had achieved a good deal even
then. The first successful rolling mill in this
country was about as primitive compared with
the equipment of sixty years ago as was the old
Ward mill when compared with a modern
rolling mill.

The pioneers started with nothing. We had
at least something to work with. Both they
and we of this generation have made the best
of our opportunities, and the result is the ma-
jestic industry which today stands without a
rival in the efficiency of its processes, in the zeal
of .its operatives, and in its far-reaching effect
on human happiness and welfare.

Much of this great progress has been un-
doubtedly due to the men who have been en-
gaged in the iron and steel business. In justice
they must be given credit with a degree of
enterprise found in no other industry. They
have been willing at all times to face ruin for
the sake of adventure into new and more prom-
ising fields. They h a v e rewarded courage,
vision and genius as no other industry has re-
warded these things. They have constantly
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